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COVID-19 vaccines and people with epilepsy IL,E\

There is currently no evidence to suggest
that having epilepsy is specifically
associated with a higher risk of side
effects from a COVID-19 vaccine. For
people with epilepsy, the risk of COVID-
19 infection and potential complications
far outweighs the risk of side effects from
a COVID-19 vaccine. As with other
vaccines however, a fever can develop
after a COVID-19 vaccination. This could
lower the seizure threshold in some
people. Antipyretics (e.g. paracetamol
/acetaminophen) taken regularly for 48
hours after the vaccination (or for the
duration of fever) will minimize this risk.
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SARS-CoV-2 virus CNS infection
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|Report of Electroencephalographic Finding on Critically Il Patients With
|COVID-19

Vespignani H, Colas D, Lavin BS, et al. Ann Neurol. 2020.

[ https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ana.25814 In March 2020,

We treated a cohort of 26 critically ill
hospitalized SARS-CoV-2 infected patients
who received EEGs to assess unexplained
altered mental status, loss of consciousness,
or poor arousal and responsiveness.

Of the 26 patients studied, 5 patients had
EEGs that showed periodic discharges (PD)
consisting of high amplitude frontal
monomorphic delta waves with absence of
epileptic activity.

These findings may suggest CNS injury
potentially related to COVID-19 in these
patients.
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